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WHY WE'RE HERE

To help more people learn about and appreciate
Ukrainian literature, culture, and heritage by adding
books in both English and Ukrainian to public

libraries across the United States.




HOW WE WORK

We partner mainly with public libraries, but can also /

work with school and community libraries. Our

programs share Ukrainian literature and culture with

| | children, teens, adults, educators, and all cultural

readers.




WHY IT MATTERS

Sharing books with Ukrainian voices, culture, and
experiences helps preserve Ukrainian identity,
celebrate its rich heritage, and bring it to more

people — especially important during times of war

and misinformation.




HOW WE CHOOSE THE BOOKS

We select authentic Ukrainian books across a variety
of genres, including fiction, non-fiction, children’s
literature, and bilingual editions, all reflecting Ukraine’s
history, culture, and modern life. UNWLA helps libraries
by creating curated booklists, connecting them to
vendors to procure Ukrainian titles if needed, and
sharing information about which books are likely to be

most used. Working together with librarians ensures

chlot collections are meaningful, diverse, and have the

greatest impact.



KNOW YOUR AUDIENCE

Urban Libraries — Key Points

e Larger bureaucracies; proposals may need board
review.

e Prefer digital communication (email, newsletters).

e Often have multicultural collections — highlight
Ukrainian books’ link to social justice, diaspora, etc.

o Offer event ideas tied to Ukrainian holidays, cultural
months, global literacy days.

e Provide digital promo materials (e.g., Canva) in

their branding style.




KNOW YOUR AUDIENCE

Rural Libraries — Key Points

e Staff juggle multiple roles; no dedicated board.

e Prefer personal outreach (calls, in-person).

e Smaller budgets.

e May lack multicultural collections — explain value
of Ukrainian literature.

e Flexible, low-effort programming (book displays,
kids’ events).

e Connect outreach to local themes.



CHALLENGES FACED /N

Funding: Although libraries handle book purchases, BREESSN

limited budgets — particularly in smaller libraries —
make acquiring foreign-language titles difficult.
UNWLA chapters also provide recommendations,

curated lists, and outreach ideas.




CHALLENGES FACED

Outreach: Many libraries are understaffed and

stretched thin, particularly with the shift toward e-
books and declining public attention. This can lead
to delayed responses or no follow-up at all. In larger
systems, it's often challenging to identify the right

point of contact.



CHALLENGES FACED

Tracking & Documentation: Maintaining a clear

record of your partnership with a library in a
spreadsheet — including library contacts, titles sent,
follow-up dates, and planned activities — helps

chapters monitor outreach efforts and stay

organized. ‘ H




PROPOSE A LIBRARY PARTNERSHIP

Dear [Library Director's Name or “Library Team"],

My name is [Your Full Name], and | am a member of the Ukrainian National Women's League of America (UNWLA), the oldest Ukrainian women'’s organization in the United
States. As part of our national initiative to promote Ukrainian culture and literature, | am reaching out to explore a potential collaboration with [Library Name].

Our goal is to help libraries expand their collections with high-quality Ukrainian books — both in the original language and in English translation — and to support their
promotion so they reach broader audiences, including Ukrainian-American families, students, and the general public interested in world cultures and current affairs.

We can assist by:

e Recommending curated titles for both children and adults

Connecting your team with trusted distributors

Donating select books when possible

Helping organize cultural programs, storytimes, book discussions, or exhibits

Promoting your Ukrainian collection through our national and local networks

I'd love the opportunity to speak with you further about this and learn how we can best support your library and community.
Please let me know if you'd be open to a brief call or meeting at your convenience. I'd also be happy to talk about examples of successful collaborations with other public
libraries across the country.
Thank you for your time and consideration. | look forward to hearing from you!
Warm regards,
[Your Full Name]
[Your Role, if applicable, e.g., Member, UNWLA Branch XX]
[Email Address]|
[Phone Number, if you wish to include it]

[UNWLA Website or project link, if available]



HIGHLIGHTING UKRAINIAN
BOOKS IN LIBRARIES

Promoting Ukrainian Books in Libraries

Include in library newsletters (with director’s approval)

Share on social media and the UNWLA website

Collaborate with influencers, book bloggers and literary experts

Host events for children and adults

Organize book clubs (fiction and non-fiction)

Distribute flyers through local businesses, churches, and community centers
Help libraries design holiday-themed displays

Partner with network libraries to expand awareness

“Spotlight on Ukraine” month with talks, readings, and displays

Team up with small non-profits on book promotion



RAISING INTEREST
AHEAD OF ARRIVAL

Building Buzz for Ukrainian Books Before Shelving

Partner with national and local media (American and Ukrainian) to boost visibility

Engage influencers, publishers, and literary experts: 1. U.S.-based Ukrainian influencers to
recommend titles to their audiences; 2. Non-Ukrainian influencers specializing in
translated/world literature; 3. Highlight themes that resonate with American readers

Pitch Ukrainian books to major book clubs (e.g., Oprah, Reese Witherspoon, Jenna Bush)
Invite well-known celebrities or cultural figures (authors, musicians, chefs) to share their
favorite Ukrainian book on social media (Stephen King)

Pitch Ukrainian authors or translators to popular U.S. book podcasts (NYT Book Review

Podcast, Book Riot, NPR’s Book of the Day)



WELCOME TO
CHAPTER UKRAINE

your gateway to Ukrainian
literature In English.

We’'re building a movement —
one bookshelf at a time.



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7ZOffVKd0Lk

e Library toolkit. Version 1.0

e Chapter Ukraine

e Bringing_Ukrainian books
to the library (Part 1)

e Bringing_Ukrainian books
to the library (Part 2)



https://unwla.org/wp-content/uploads/Library-ToolkitMTFINAL.pdf
https://chapterukraine.com/
https://sites.rutgers.edu/books-we-read/ukrainian-books-to-library-1/
https://sites.rutgers.edu/books-we-read/ukrainian-books-to-library-1/
https://sites.rutgers.edu/books-we-read/ukrainian-books-to-library-2/
https://sites.rutgers.edu/books-we-read/ukrainian-books-to-library-2/

YOUR QUESTIONS
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