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ADVOCACY 101



Give voice to or speak in favor of.

A D V O C A T E  ( v )

Any action that speaks in favor of, 
recommends, argues for a cause, supports or 
defends, or pleads on behalf of others.

A D V O C A C Y  ( n )



SPEAKING
FOR 
UKRAINE
U NWL A ADVO CACY HAS ONE GOA L –  

EMP OW ERI NG O U R MEMBERS TO  U SE  THEIR  

VO ICES FOR UKRAI NE.  

W h et h er  it  is  wi th  co -work e rs ,  n e igh b ors ,  c iv ic  

orga n iza ti ons  or  e le cte d  off ic ia ls ,  we a im t o  

re p re s en t  U kr ain e ,  i t ’ s cul tu re ,  pe op le  &  tr u th  

h e re  in  t he  U S .  



UNWLA 
ADVOCACY 

ROOTS



FORGED IN
CRISIS

P e r s i s t e n c e  a m i d  s e t b a c k s

E M E R G E N C Y  R E L I E F  C O M M I T T E E

” W e ,  A m e r i c a n  w o m e n  o f  
U k r a i n i a n  d e s c e n t ,  r e s p e c t f u l l y  
s u b m i t  f o r  y o u r  k i n d  &  
s y m p a t h e t i c  a t t e n t i o n  c e r t a i n  
f a c t s  c o n c e r t i n g  t h e  p r e s e n t  
u n b e l i e v a b l y  t e r r i b l e  f a m i n e  i n  
U k r a i n e  u n d e r  S o v i e t  R u s s i a

NOV 1933



M INIM AL

S T Y L E

“Пропаґанди  
Української  справи  
між чуженцями .”

UNWLA Convention Book. 

3rd Convention, 1937 

REPRESENTING 
UKRAINE AMID 

STRANGERS



“I Belong to the 

S.U.A. to help spread 

the Ukrainian cause & 

the language and 

culture…”

Amelia Bochey , 

“Why I belong to the  S.U.A”

UNWLA Convention Book, 7th 

Convention 1945 



UNWLA 
ADVOCACY 
COMMITTEE



FORGED
IN CRISIS 
PT. 2



ADVOC AC Y COMMITTE E T IMELINE

F E B  2 0 2 2

7 DAY ADVOCACY CHALLENGE

A U G U S T  2 0 2 2

UKRAINIAN INDEPENDENCE DAY

M AY  2 0 2 2

COMMITTEE FORMALIZED



J A N U A R Y  2 0 2 3

RETURN UKRAINE’S CHILDREN

S E P T  2 0 2 3

UKRAINE ACTION SUMMIT

N O W

W I N T E R  2 0 2 4

SUPPLEMENTAL AID



A DVOC AC Y FOC US

Empowering members on how to 

communicate with their elected officials & 

advocate for Ukraine. 

Proclamations & Commemorations.  

International Exchanges & Partnerships.  

Outreach to Local Orgs & Officials

“Soft Advocacy”  Sharing Ukraine’s culture.  

Advocating for correct representation of 

Ukraine. 

P O L I T I C A L
A D V O C A C Y

L O C A L
A D V O C A C Y

C U L T U R A L
A D V O C A C Y



OU R WO RK

H O W  D O E S  T HE  CO M MI T T E E  S U PP O R T PO L I T IC A L  A DV O CA C Y?

M E E T

Advocacy Meetings.

Coordinate Campaigns 

& Exchange Ideas.

I N F O R M

Info on legislation.  

Background on 

procedures & 

outreach.  

W R I T E

Draft templates for 

Outreach & Letters.  

T R A I N

Guide members on 

how to take legislative 

meetings.  Give 

feedback on outreach.  

F A C I L I T AT E

Support in-person 

meetings with elected 

officials*



WHICH 

ADVOCACY 

STRATEGIES HAVE 

THE GREATEST 

IMPACT?

In Person Visits, Personal Letters/Emails & 
Letters to Editor are the most impactful ways to reach your 

elected official. 



ABOUT
THE COALITION

American Coalition for Ukraine— for all Americans who want to 

raise their voices in support of Ukraine.  

+ 500
Attendees at the last Summit

+ 100 
Member organizations

SUPPLEMENTAL AID 
PASSED 

+ 350
Meetings with Congressional Offices



UNWLA members trained & cultivated to 
lead state delegations.  

UNWLA members have lead CA, NJ, PA, 
TX, RI & MA delegations

ADVOCACY LEADERS

H. RES 149 -  PASSED 

KEY LEGISLATION 
PASSAGE

From Independence Day 2022 to 
Independence Day 2023 we’ve seen 
greater number & variety of 

proclamations.

PROCLAMATIONS
Opportunities

MEMBER OUTREACH

UNWLA member 
Attendees  

April/March 2022

~10

Summit  
Attendees
April 2024

40

UKRAINE ACTION SUMMIT
& UNWLA



LOCAL ADVOCACY
W H A T  I S  I T ?  

Work locally to represent Ukraine and its people.   Build relationships 

with local stakeholders.   Broadly promote Ukraine & Its culture to those 

around you. 

Independence Day Proclamations.  City Light-Ups.   Community Service 

Campaigns of Gratitude. 



UNWLA
CELEBRATES
8.24.24 



UNWLA
CELEBRATES
8.24.24 



LOO KING F ORWA RD

C O O R D I N A T I O N

Regional Organization of 

Advocacy with Specific Follow-

through.  Coordination w/ 

Coalition. 

O U T R E A C H

More Events engaging w/ 

American Community.  

G U I D A N C E

Clear guidance on rules for 

501c3s so our members can 

advocate freely. 



WHY US?

R E P R E S E N T A T I O NU n i t y C o n t i n u n i t y



THANK YOU!
ДЯКУЮ!

Advocacy@unwla.org
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